Appendix E. Informed Consent Form

The following appendix is designed to serve as a template for researchers to create their Informed Consent form.  General principles are listed on the left, with sample wording shown on the right. Please see Section V. for a full description of each category included. Some sections of this form might need to be altered depending on the discipline of research, but the general principles must be present in some way. For additional samples, visit the IRB website through the Provost’s office: 

http://www.muhlenberg.edu/main/aboutus/provost/committees/irb/deptreviewnew.html
	Title of Research Project


	What makes a good friend?: Children’s evaluations of friendship

	Names of Principle Investigator(s)
	Jane Smith, PhD and David Johnson

	Brief Description of Project


	The purpose of the research is to understand how children evaluate characteristics of friendships and make decisions about the qualities of a good relationship.  

The procedure involves a one-time, audiotape-recorded individually administered interview session, lasting approximately 30 minutes. The interview will take place in a quiet setting in the school.  Short stories about hypothetical child friendships along with illustrated picture cards will be presented to the child and simple, straightforward questions will be asked. Example questions include: Do you think John and Joe are good friends? What makes you think that this is the case?

	Potential Risks
	There are no greater than minimal risks involved in the participation of this study.

	Protection against Risks


	If children begin to show signs that they no longer feel comfortable completing the interview they will be returned to their classroom.

	Potential Benefits


	Pilot interviews have revealed that children enjoy talking about friendships and sharing their own stories with researchers. Knowing more about childhood friendships can help schools create more social skills programs.

	Compensation for Participation


	All children will receive a small gift after the return of their consent form and completion of the interview. 

	Alternatives to Participation


	Children’s participation in this study is completely voluntary. Children will be told that they may stop participating if they choose without penalty. Children will return to routine participation with their classmates.

	Information withheld


	There will be no information withheld from participants in this study. Children can ask questions about the interview at any time and the researchers will respond open and honestly.

	Confidentiality


	All information collected in the study is confidential.  Each child’s name will not be identifiable after the initial interview, as ID numbers will be subsequently be assigned.  All interview tapes will be stored in a locked cabinet in the researcher’s office and will only be accessible to trained research assistants.  At the completion of the study, approximately December, 2010, all tapes will be destroyed. 

	Contact information of Primary Researcher and the Departmental Coordinator or IRB Chairperson


	Jane Smith, PhD, Muhlenberg College, Psychology Department, 2400 Chew St, Allentown, Pa 18104; 484-664-9999, jsmith@muhlenberg.edu
Amy Hark, PhD, Muhlenberg College, IRB Chairperson, Biology Department, 2400 Chew St, Allentown, Pa 18104; 484-664-3747; hark@muhlenberg.edu 

	Signature of Parent or of Participant and Date
	


